We recently surveyed several hundred alumni about how and what they want to hear from the college. Here are some of the findings:
anniversary. And now we are winding down. But although we have almost completed our celebration of Itasca's first century, we are just getting started on the next one. I'm happy to report that the University has approved an $8 million plan to construct desperately needed facilities for teaching, research, administration and housing.
Because of the economy, the University scaled back its original plan for complete renewal of the campus, which would have cost $25 million, to $8 million. These relatively modest improvements will allow us to meet our programmatic needs for the next 10 to 15 years. Phase one will revolve around construction of a new 10,800-square-foot campus center incorporating teaching laboratories, a computer room/library, an auditorium and workstations. Phase two will add two teaching labs, year-round sleeping quarters for 48 students and three faculty cabins.
The University will ask the Minnesota Legislature for $3.7 million during the 2010 session and expect the College of Biological Sciences to raise the remaining $1.8 million from private donors. Thanks to donations from many of you, we also rebuilt cabin #4, an original log building dating to 1909, which used to serve as the director's cabin.
I'd especially like to thank John Tester for leading this effort.
Moving forward, we'll need your help more than ever. Please contact your legislators during the upcoming session and ask them to support the request for the Itasca field station. Every call or letter from a constituent has an impact.
Your financial support will also be needed. By working together, we can ensure that Itasca continues to offer a unique and memorable educational experience for students in the Then make your way to our Flickr photo-sharing page.
You'll find photos of college events, study abroad trips, field station flora and fauna, and more. 
AIDS deaths discovered in wild chimps
A nine-year study of chimpanzees in Tanzania The finding challenges a longheld belief that wolves are successful predators for their entire adult lives. The study suggests that the higher the proportion of wolves over age three, the lower the rate at which they kill elk. For every 10 percent rise in the proportion of wolves older than three, the kill rate declined 10-15 percent. The finding is timely because the park's elk population is shrinking and wolves are being blamed. Wolves were hunted out of the area in the 1930s and re-introduced in 1995. But the study shows there isn't a strong correlation between the number of wolves in the park and the number of elk killed. The study appears in the September 23 issue of Ecology Letters.
Study connects decomposition, precipitation
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